
            REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

JULY 6, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF 

SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Steve Ramos, Jackie 

Wiswell, Sam Cartwright, Paul J. Jenkins, Meredith Laurent, George Miller, Reece Spencer, 

Mike Baldwin, Kathy Baldwin, Glynda Pflug, Bill Watson, Debbie Beilue, Marti Christman, 

Greg Willis and Jesse Patton.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and 

passed unanimously to approve the June 15, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes, 

June 19, 2015 Special City Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills.  

  

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

George Miller told the Commission he lives in the 1500 block of Twichell Avenue and he 

is concerned that a child will be hit by a speeding vehicle. Mr. Miller said Twichell is two blocks 

long, 14
th

 to 16
th

 Streets and there is a city park. Mr. Miller said trucks are also traveling on 

Twichell to avoid the 20mph school zone. There was a sign stating trucks over 28,000 pounds 

were prohibited on Twichell, but it is no longer there. Mr. Miller suggested installing speed 

bumps. City Attorney Tom Moore said even though the sign is gone, there should be 

enforcement. Mayor Sims asked Police Chief Jim Nelson to do a survey asking other residents if 

they felt there was a need for speed bumps.  Chief Nelson said they would monitor Twichell and 

do a survey. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner asked that the survey be done on Fox Avenue also since the 

park extended to that street. 

 

City of Dumas park board chairman, Debbie Beilue, presented a seven year park plan.  

The plan is for the development of Utley Park. 

2015 - Remove dirt to build a pond  

2016 - Road infrastructure  



2017 - Electricity, water and sewer 

2018 - Restrooms/concession stand and shelter structure  

2019 - Walking track 

2020 - Benches, picnic tables and playground equipment  

2021 - Trees 

Ms. Beilue said to apply for a $75,000 matching grant she must have an appraisal of the 

property, and the cost of the new lift station, because it is considered an improvement.  Mayor 

Pro Tem Bonner said the park board should consider installing another pavilion at McDade Park, 

like Sunray has, that seats 200 people. Mayor Sims said he does not know where the funding 

would come from for the park development plan, nor does he know if the annual funding of 

$15,000 could be increased, until the Commission discusses that during budget sessions. A 

motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed 

unanimously to approve for the park board to get an appraisal of Utley Park, which will come out 

of the park improvement fund.   

 

 City Manager Arbie Taylor said that Ag H20 Solutions, located at 520 N. Dumas 

Avenue, is requesting reimbursement for damage to their parking area. Mr. Taylor said this past 

winter there was a water leak in the alley and the excavation remained open. The sanitation 

trucks were driving onto the paved area behind the business. There was also drainage that caused 

damage to the pavement. TML’s adjuster said the city was liable for the pavement damage. Ag 

H20 Solutions asked for $20,200 for repairs, but stated they would split the cost and asked that 

the city pay $9,400.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner 

Maples, and passed unanimously to approve a settlement payment of $9,400 to Ag H20 

Solutions, after they sign a liability release form that City Attorney Tom Moore will provide. 

 

 Marti Christman with the Moore County Art Association presented their 2015-2016 

budget of $110,359.  Glynda Pflug with the Moore County Historical Museum presented their 

2015-2016 budget of $129,404. 

 

 Dumas/Moore County Chamber of Commerce Director Sam Cartwright asked the 

Commission to close Durrett Avenue between 14
th

 - 16
th

 Streets for August 7-8, 2015 for the D-

Town barbeque cook-off. A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by 

Commissioner Maples, and passed unanimously to approve closing Durrett Avenue between 

14
th

-16
th

 Streets on August 7
th,

 beginning at 7:00 a.m. and ending August 8
th

 at 12:00 a.m., for 

the Dumas/Moore County Chamber of Commerce event. Mr. Cartwright thanked Mr. Taylor, 

commission, park and street departments for their tremendous help during the July Fourth event.  

 

 Commissioner Willis abstained from discussion and voting on the following item:  Greg 

Willis said the private golf car barns are in awful condition and he would like to propose 

building 26, 8 X 10 insulated units, including electricity, with entrances on both sides. This 

would include a restroom for the city golf department. Mr. Willis said that Willis Construction 

would waive their management fee for a five year trail fee and storage rental fee, for himself and 

his son.  The cost for Willis Construction is $71,950, adding a restroom at $10,500, the total 

would be $82,450.  Mr. Willis said this would be paid for with prepaid trail and storage rental 

fees.  Mr. Willis said this project would include the city doing all electrical work and demolition 

of the old car barns. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner said the Commission needs to consider, with 26 



proposed units, would this be taking money away from the golf pro’s commission.  Mayor Pro 

Tem Bonner said if the units are built, should they also consider the financial pros and cons of 

whether private golf cars should be stored at the golf course or only rented from the golf pro.  

Mr. Taylor said a priority is golf course equipment needs.  Mr. Willis will bring a written 

proposal to the next meeting.  

 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Willis, and 

passed unanimously to approve a contract for city manager with Arbie Taylor for an annual 

salary of $102,156. 

 

 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 

 

 Kathy and Mike Baldwin were present to discuss their interest in leasing the golf course 

restaurant. Ms. Baldwin said they have done a walk-through of the restaurant and have been 

given a copy of the city’s last request for lease proposals.  Ms. Baldwin was satisfied with the 

proposal but did ask who would be responsible for maintenance of the parking area. 

Commissioner Bodnar said the city would require that they work with the golf pro on all 

tournaments. City Attorney Tom Moore stated that the city is required to bid out the lease 

proposal. Ms. Baldwin asked, if she did get the bid, would the Commission tour the restaurant 

with her before a contract is written.  Ms. Baldwin would like to make sure all of the equipment 

is in working order.  Mayor Sims said yes. The consensus of the Commission is to publish the 

bid lease proposal. 

 

 Finance Director Dottie Crockett recommended that budget sessions begin the last week 

of July.  The Commission would like to have budget sessions on August 3
rd

 and 4
th

 beginning at 

5:30 P.M.  

  

City Manager Arbie Taylor gave an update on the following projects:  Mr. Taylor said he 

contacted Moore County Judge Rowdy Rhoades to discuss spraying for mosquitos in the Bone 

Lake area.  There are possible legal issues concerning the private property around Bone Lake and 

Judge Rhoades will check with the county attorney about those issues. Mr. Taylor said the 

economic development director was out of town, but he has an appointment with him Thursday 

to discuss the Bank of America building. Mr. Taylor said that improvements have been made to 

the building. Mr. Taylor said the chamber of commerce has offered to reimburse the city for any 

deposit that might be lost contracting with a pyrotechnic company for next year’s July Fourth 

event. Chamber of Commerce Director Sam Cartwright said he did need to present this to his 

board of directors.  Mayor Sims asked Fire Chief Paul J. Jenkins to contact companies tomorrow 

to book for 2016. Mr. Taylor will contact the county to ask if they would like to contribute funds 

for the July Fourth, 2016 event. Seal coating begins July 20
th

. The current WWTP discharge 

water contract will expire October 1
st
.  The city will need a 210 water reuse permit from TCEQ 

before a new contract is written. There must be a fence between the irrigated property and any 

public access. The city should consider obtaining revenue from the discharged water.  There is a 

graffiti problem in the city. Police officers are carrying a release form for property owners to 

sign so the county can provide community service people to paint the graffiti. Mr. Taylor 

commended Police Chief Jim Nelson for getting this in place. The city has received, after several 

years, the deed to the property where Salim Tower is located. The engineer is in the process of 



starting the closure of the landfill. There will be a significant cost for the transportation of the 

dirt.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Sims, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and passed 

unanimously to continue past the 9:00 P.M. meeting deadline. 

 

Mayor Sims recessed into Executive Session at 8:58 P.M. regarding attorney consultation 

concerning acquisition of real property relating to resolution of traffic flow issues; deliberation 

regarding real property concerning leasing the golf course restaurant; deliberation regarding 

personnel matters concerning the city manager contract. Mayor Sims closed the Executive 

Session at 10:22 P.M. and reopened the Formal Session.  There were no votes or action taken.    

                  

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A. F. Taylor, City Manager 


